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Two circulation regimes of the wind-driven
Arctic Ocean, Proshutinsky & Johnson 1997.
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Argo floats — March 2010

WCRP Workshop on Seasonal to Multi-

th
25T October, 2010 Decadal Predictability of Polar Climate




a

8.5

8.0

7.5

7.0

6.5

6.0

5.0

Extent (million square kilometers)

4.5

4.0

5.5 1

NERC National Centre . . .
for Earth Observation |ce Extent from Passive Microwave Satellites &

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH COUNCIL

Average Monthly Arctic Sea Ice Extent gea Izccm)e1 ngtent
September 1979 to 2010 P

National Snow and Ice Data Center

T T T T T T T T T T T T T 7T T T T T T T T T T

1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010
Year

-11.2% sea ice extent per decade

Total extent = 4.9 million sq km
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Arctic Sea Ice Extent
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‘Rapid’ 2010 melt for Arctic ice - but no
record

By Richard Black
Environment correspondent, BBC News
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Third lowest ice-extent on record
despite strongly negative winter
2009/2010 AO, which favors ice

retention during the summer

The Arctic on 3rd September, as visualised using data from Nasa's Aqua satellite
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